Analysis of cases of central nervous system fungal infections reported in Japan between January 1979 and June 1989.
Data from 129 cases of central nervous systemic fungal infections reported in Japan between January 1979 and June 1989 were analyzed. Of 129 cases, 116 were cryptococcal meningitis, 6 candidal meningitis (including meningitis due to Trichosporon cutaneum) and 7 Aspergillus meningoencephalitis. Fifty-six of the patients with cryptococcal meningitis had an underlying systemic disease or condition. The overall survival rate was 72.4%, which was a markedly improved rate compared to earlier reports. Cryptococcal meningitis was treated most often with the combination of intravenous amphotericin B and 5-fluorocytosine and was associated with a survival rate of 81.8%. All 7 patients treated with fluconazole alone survived. Candidal meningitis occurred secondary to a shunt infection; some patients with candidemia did well when adequate therapy was instituted. Aspergillus meningoencephalitis is most often diagnosed at autopsy or in surgical specimens and the prognosis of Aspergillus meningoencephalitis is generally poor.